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The Banker's House is one of the major Second Empire style houses in
North Carolina. Viewed from the Street, the first floor of the two-and-one-
half-story, stuccoed brick house is virtually obscured by the luxuriant
growth of shrubs and trees. The front walk, once lined with English box,
is now covered by them. The surprisingly irregular composition of the
Banker's House can best be explained by its floor plan rather relying
completely on external description. First glance at the main facade gives
the mistaken impression of a symmetrically balanced house. This illusion
is heightened by the use of porches, bays and proportions. The house is
basically a "I" shaped building placed on a corner lot with the crosspiece
of the "T" parallel to the secondary street (north) and its stem forming the
main facade, facing east. ' The "T" Plan is camouflaged by a square, three-
and-one-half-story tower tucked into the angle of the "TI" on the east side,
with the remainder of the main facade filled by a one-story porch. The
tower extends somewhat beyond the arm of the "T" and this is balanced by a
bay window at its north end. The tower contains the entrance to the hall
that runs through the top of the "T" stem, leaving one large room to the
left (south) and two slightly smaller rooms to the right which comprise the
crosspiece of the "T." To complete the outline of the house, there is a
one-story porch along the south side of a one—~story rear wing which houses
the dining room and butler's pantry (now used as a kitchen).

The front entrance (at the base of the tower) is an arched, double door.
It has three vertical panels in each leaf, the top two having delicately
frosted glass. The door has heavy, wide moldings, and the pPanels are repeate
in the door reveal. This door is protected by a small, flat-roof porch
supported by chamfered, square pillars with molded neckings, each with an
applied flower midway the height of the pillar. These are joined by a heavy
balustrade with bulbous, turned balusters on the north and south sides. The
molded porch cornice has short, wide dentils and is supported by elaborate
‘brackets each of which terminates with an inverted fleur-de-lis descending
from a scroll base. Between the brackets is a richly molded and paneled
frieze which is punctuated at the mid points between the brackets by large,
multi-~faceted floral bosses, With some slight variations, this is the
cornice treatment used throughout the house. The tower has a secondary
entrance in its south face, a single door similar to the front double door.
The porch it serves is treated in a manner similar to the front entrance
porch. There are two large bay windows on the house: one, previously men-
tioned, is at the eastern terminus of the top of the "T" and the other facing
south from the base of the "T." Both have tall, slender, segmental-arched,
triple windows in their sides; both bay windows are ornamented in the same
fashion as the porches. Each exterior wall of the house and tower has been
treated as a recessed panel with concave corners and the windows have been
placed within these panels (except for the east wall of the tower where the
corners are convexed), generally in pairs. The windows have a wide masonery
surround, hood-like at the top, narrowing along the sides and spreading
abruptly with a molded stage to its full width once again to extend just
below a heavy masonery sill. The windows, for the most part, are segmental-
arched and have two-over-two sash. The east face of the tower is the chief
deviant from this norm by having paired, round-arched windows at the second

and thirgd levels., The third level of the tower has a small balcony supporte
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The Banker's House, a landmark of downtown Shelby, is among the state'sd

finest exampies of the Second Empire style, one of a small group distinguish-

ed by a central tower. The large, well-preserved house of stuccoed brick
is notable for its handsome proportions, deceptively asymmetrical plan, and
consistent use of rich ornament. Similarities to the Heck-Andrews House in
Raleigh and the Cabarrus County Courthouse suggest that the Banker's House
may be the work of architect G. S. H. Appleget. Since its construction in
1874-1875, the house has consistently been owned by prominent members of

The Banker's House was built for Jesse Jenkins on land he acquired fro
T. M. Dickson for $175. Jenkins was the first owner of the house and found:L
of the town's first bank; thereafter, the history of the hause he built and
that of the banking business in Shelby have been continuously linked.

The designer of the house may have been G. S. H. Appleget, a native of
New Jersey. Appleget first came to North Carolina in 1869, and settled in
Charlotte in 1875. Here he boasted that he had designed "all of the best
buildings, with only a few exceptions, in Raleigh, Goldsboro and Greensboro,

unfortunately the papers connected with the construction of the house have
been destroyed. Appleget's work in western North Carolina, and more
importantly, the similarities which exist between the Banker's House and
Appleget's two other known designs in North Carolina—-the Heck-Andrews
House in Raleigh and the Cabarrus County Courthouse in Concord--seem to
indicate that he was the designer of the Shelby mansion.

Jesse Jenkins was born in North Carolina in January, 1832. He was
married to Harriett Brown on April 4, 1855, and became the father of one
daughter. He served in 1861 as a lieutenant (and later as a major) in the
"Cleaveland Guards," and was appointed Clerk of the Cleveland County Superio
Court about December, 1862. He served in this position continuously until
1875. 1In addition, he served as one of Shelby's town commissioners from
about 1869 until at least as late as 1872, and as a state senator from
1874 to 1876. More important, Jenkins was a pioneering banker in the
southwestern section of the state. Newspaper advertisements for "J. Jenkins
& Co., BANKERS & BROKERS," appeared as early as December, 1872, and at least
as late as March, 1876

2]
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by consoles similar to the cornice brackets and a balustrade similar to the
other porches. At the four corners of this balcony are unusual finials, with
several turned stages concluding in a bulbous point.

The mansard roof of the main block is covered by rounded slate of various
colors arranged in floral patterns. This mansard roof features gabled dormers
contalning paired windows of one-over-one sash with concave corners only at
thelr tops. The outer edge of the dormer has a fanciful molding profile at the
top and bottom - and a Greek cross having rounded edges adorns the top corners,
A large, incised, fleur-de~lis almost fills the gable of the dormer to complete
the ornamentation. On the main facade, dormers flank the tower; in addition
there is one dormer on the south side, two on the north side and three on the
rear. The tower itself has a low, pedimented gable on all four sides, from
which rises a tall, inwardly sloping mansard roof which terminates in a flat
roof. There is a large, tall dormer in each face of the mansard roof of the
tower. Each has a segmental-arched window with two-over-two sash protected by
a gable roof similar to the other dormers. Just below the gable ridge, in the
dormer face, is an incised pommé€e. The face of the dormer concludes on either
slde with a scroll-like base. Two elaborately molded chimney caps pierce the
flat upper roof of the main block, flanking the tower.

Though spacious, the interior is relatively simple when compared to the
exterior. Rising along the north wall of the hall, a cantilevered stair
ascends in one long run which is nearly the length of the long hall. The
stair has paired, turned balusters, resting on treads ornamented with vine-and-
bud brackets, and supporting a heavy molded handrail which originates at a
large, turned newel. The stair continues in another long single run to the
third floor. The interior architraves are wide, molded ones, as is the base-
board. Large four-panel doors have very heavy moldings as do the panels of
the door reveals. Interior blinds remain at many of the windows. The large,
left room is the main parlor and has a standard late nineteenth century, dark
marble mantel with arched opening, paneled spandrels, and a central cartouche.
Other typical Victorian mantels occur as well. There is also a heavy, molded
cornice in several rooms. During a renovation which took place 1in 1910, there
were some minor alterations, such as replacement of the right (north) front
room mantel and addition of bathrooms.

Several outbuildings remain to the rear of the house. A wellhouse is
directly to the rear, and a one-story brick building which could have been a
combination of servants quarters and kitchen is to the south of the well. A
bit further back and to the north is a large, two-story, cross—gable frame
stable with clipped gables. It is a replacement of one which burned in the
first quarter of the twentieth century. It is finished in keeping with its
close proximity to the house. '
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In the meantime, a rival bank was being established in Shelby. 1In
February, 1875, the General Assembly incorporated the "Cleaveland Saving; Bank"
under the direction of H. D. Lee, S. J. Green, B. Blanton and others. Tiere-
after, Jenkins apparently became involved in financial problems: in Jul:, 1879
the sheriff of Cleveland County sold Jenkins's house at public auction to
satisfy various writs of execution agains him arising from a lawsuit brought
against him in the superior court. High bidder on the property was T. D.
Lattimore, who later transferred his successful bid to H. D. Lee's wife Sarah.
Jenkins is believed to have then moved to Meridian, Texas, where he died on
December 4, 1889.

H. DeKalb Lee was born in North Carolina about 1830. He served as a
captain (and later as a major) in the Sixteenth Regiment North Carolina Troops
during the Civil War, and was severely wounded during the battle of Fredricks—
burg. After the war he practiced law and became the owner of at least twenty-
five lots iIn the business district of Shelby. Lee, together with Burwell
Blanton and S. J. Green (two of the original incorporators of the Cleaveland
Savings Bank), bought out the holdings of their three former associates and
joined in the new banking partnership of "H. D. Lee and Company" sometim=
between 1878 and 1880. This banking firm flourished for nearly a decade. A
sketch of Shelby written in 1889 boasted that the Lee concern was 'as sale as
any bank in the State'" and noted that it had been "a great convenience to
Shelby and the surrounding country." Lee moved to Knoxville, Tennessee, in
early 1888 and evidently rented his residence to one J. S. Martin. In 139%4

following year the banking enterprise bearing Lee's name was purchased out-
right by Burwell Blanton and his sons Charles and George, who changed tha firm'
pame to "B. Blanton & Company."

Burwell Blanton was born in North Carolina on January 7, 1834. He was
married to Frances Doggett in August, 1855, and became the father of five
children. He was a merchant, a farmer, and the proprietor of a grist mill
before becoming a banker. Blanton and his sons continued to operate the bank
under the name "B. Blanton & Company' until June, 1903, when they obtained a
federal charter and changed the firm's name to the "First Natiomal Bank." 1In
October, 1907, Burwell and Pattie Blanton sold their residence to their cldest
son Charles for $6,000 and on May 18, 1908, Burwell Blanton died at the uge of
seventy-six.

Charles Coleman Blanton was born about 1858 and became a hardware aad dry
goods merchant at an early age. He is said to have spent eleven years as a
banker in Meridian, Texas, and to have returned to Shelby about 1895 to join
his father in the B. Blanton banking firm. He later became a prominent 3helby
business leader during the early years of the twentieth century. He remained
an active business and civic leader in Shelby for over forty years.

Burwell Blanton's wife Pattie purchased the house from Mrs. Lee for $3,500. Th

I
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Page 26
(“North Carolina’s’—Cont. from Page 21)

Colonel Heck signed an agreement to
build a similar house, without a tower,
in Ridgeway, Warren County. Nothing is
known of this Ridgeway house, but con-
struction of the Blount Street building,
referred to as Mr. Heck’s house, soon
began. The original estimate of time and
cost proved to be too low, and on April
11,1870, an additional contract was signed
to give further time and money, providing
that Wilson and Waddell “keep not less
than ten hands employed constantly upon
the building until its completion.”

The Hecks made their home in the
clegant Blount Street residence. Among
the nine children they raised there was
Fannie Exile Heck, long time president
and organizer of the Woman’s Missionary
Union of the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion. Colonel Heck died February 10,
1894, and in 1916 Mrs. Heck deeded the
house to her daughter, Mattie. Mattie
Heck Boushall and her husband sold it to
A. B. Andrews, a prominent Raleigh
lawyer. Andrews was the son of the first
vice-president of the Southern Railroad
who built the Andrews-Duncan House
next door. It is said that Andrews bought
the Heck house at the insistence of his
wife, Helen. Mrs. Andrews died before
they could move in, reportedly while
making arrangements for the refurbishing
of the house, and Mr. Andrews lived there
alone until his death. On October 15,
1948, the house was purchased by Julia
Russel and is now owned by her daughter,
Gladys R. Perry.

The Heck-Andrews House stands as a
superb example of the flamboyant Second
Empire style popular throughout the
country after the Civil War. Marcus Wif-
fin’s description of buildings of the style
as “tall, boldly molded, and emphatically
three-dimensional in effect” is particularly
apt. As well as embodying the hallmarks
of this style, the Heck-Andrews House,
with its dramatic tower, has a memorable
individualism all its own. Along with its

Bankers House

(]

Shelby,

N.C

w/ Banktrs

18741875

T

el

organized a private bank in 1874 known
as J. Jenkins and Company. In 1875, he
sold the house and his business to H. W.
Lee who subsequently sold both to S. J.
Greene, a partner. In 1888, the firm was
bought by Burwell Blanton who changed
the name to B. Blanton and Company.
Mr. Blanton later purchased the residence,
leaving it to his son upon his death. The
present owner inherited from his uncle
both the house and the business, that had
received a federal charter in 1903 be-
coming the First National Bank of Shelby.

The Bankers House is currently the
home of Mr. and Mrs. George Blanton,

Jr.
Tate Home

Sufficient records have not been ac-
cumulated to ascertain exact construction
dates, but it is known that Colonel
Samuel McDowell Tate bought this home
in 1855. In that year its previous owner,
Dr. McRee, died.

Samuel Tate was a prominent native
of Morganton, and indeed, of North
Carolina. Born in 1830, he lived for
several years in Philadelphia, but returned
to Morganton in the early 1850’s. The
years 1855-56 found him journeying by
Pony Express in Texas. Soon afterward
he was employed in management by
Charles F. Fisher, who had contracted to
build the Western North Carolina Railroad
from Salisbury to Morganton.

In 1861, Mr. Tate joined the Con
federate Army and organized a company
to serve under Colonel Charles Fisher. He
fought gallantly in many well known
battles of the War; including First Manas-
sas, Seven Pines, Gaines’ Mill, Second
Manassas, Sharpsburg, Fredericksburg
Gettysburg, Cedar Creek, and Petersburg.
Being wounded the third time he was
sent home to Morganton and before hc

—lvad fully—recovered—was-helpmg—cheek

the advancement of Stoneman’s raider:
as they moved eastward from the moun
tains to the Catawba River. (A group o
Stoneman’s men burned the records at th
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cilities. He was to :crange transportalion and [ was
to secure the appomtiment. Senator Josiah Bailey was
here at the time speaking before a civic club so he se-
cured an appointment by telephone for us to confer with
Administrator Harold Ickes, the dispenser of Federal
funds, on Monday morning at 9 o’clock in Washington.

When I informed my wife of the planned trip with
Mayor Woodson on oft.cial city business she asked me
how we were to travel. T evaded an answer by saying
the mayor was arvanging that and I was making the
appointment. With all arrangements made, the mayor
drove by my home on Sunday afternoon in 1936 to Eow
me up; and we were {o take the plane at Spartanburg,
South Carolina. The Muyor, to this day, tells with great
glee that T was scared to death to fly and my fright was
intensified as we left my door with my wife playing
“Nearer My God to Thee” on the piano.

Qur conference with Secretary Ickes was brief but
fruitful. When we told him that we realized we needed
a high school more than an electric generating plant
and I chimed in, pointing out the age of the school
Luilding, the stern old Ickes replied, “Hell, we're using
school buildings in Chicago that are twice the age of
vours. However, go back home, have your city council
pass a resolution agreeing and authorizing the change,
send up the application and T will approve

As a result, Shelby’s Senior High School was com-
pleted in 1938 at a cost of $182,600, with the cost
shared equally by the Federal and local governments.

Fully $3,000,000 was secured from the Federal gov-
ernment for various public projects by the Woodson ad-
ministration between 1935 and 1941. The city matched
Federal grants with varving amounts depending on the
qature of the project.

Uharence M. King, who was elected mayvor for a four-
coar term in 1951, vevainped the cleetric svstem. en-
sareed The water olant, exts aded water aod sewer mains

- AT g * - N
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and comploted a million dollar i ~cibution systew for
natursl gas, which the eity had uever enjoyed as a fuel
before.
Private Banking Facilities

The year 1875 marked a new era for Shelby, for it
was in that year that the “Town of shelby” was orm?
tered, the first passenger train arrived from Lincoln-
ton and the first banking institution was organized.
The Cleveland Savings Bank was organized under a
special act of the Legislature in 1875 with the following
as incorporators: H. D. Lee, S. J. Green, D. Beam,
David Mauney, Burwell Blanton, A. R. Homesley and
J. M. Ware. The year before, 1874, H. D. Lee and Jesse
Jenkins had organized a private bank known as J. J enk-
ins and Company. A few years later, about 1879, Bur-
well Blanton and S. J. Green were added to the firm

and the name changed to H. D. Lee and Company,
Bankers. For “§everal years the 1irm operated under
this name. H. D. Lee retired from the firm in 1888 when

he moved o Knoxville. Tennessee..and in 1895 the name

was changed to B. Blanton and Company, Bankers.
This firm was composed of Burwell Blanton and his

two sons, Charles C. and George Blanton. Charles C.
had returne €Iby Trom Meridian, Texas, where he
had been engaged in the banking business for eleven
years, and George had returned from Virginia where
he had been selling sewing machines. woﬁ: joined their
father and in 1895 the private b

i, TR AT TS

charter; it became the First N;

Prior to the formation of banks in Shelby, the people
of Cleveland County had been greatly handicapped in
their financial dealings. Often they borrowed from each
other or obtained loans from local merchants. However,
money was not needed as much as it is teday. Many of
the farms in the county were self-sufficient and sur-
pluses were hauled first to Columbia or Charleston,
South Carolina in wagons and after the coming of the

PROPERTY OF
STATE DEPT. OF ARCHIVES & HISTORY
RALEISH, NORTH CAROLINA
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a result of this earthquake which destroyed a m..w.wmnmn
part of Charleston. :

Another old residence is that of Mrs. Ina Sisk Forney
on East Marion Street built about 1842 out of hand-
hewn logs by the Hoke family. It has been remodeled
from time to time but retains its original lines and 4p-

pearance. There is also a decaying residence on West
Warren Street, now the property of the Gheen Lumber

Company, which was owned and occupied as long as she
lived by Miss Mattie Adams. This house was built in
the early fifties. Another early residence is the Ebeltoft
home on South Washington Street, built by the Fullen-
widers. It was here that the late Mrs. Mary Fullenwider
McBrayer, mother of the Misses Agnes and Ruby Me-
Brayer who are well-known to Shelbians today, played
as a child. Her playmate was Kansas Andrews, who
married the late Judge J. L. Webb. Mrs. McBrayer,
when she grew older, planted the large boxwoods that
now grace the yard.

Possibly the largest and most expensive of the early
homes now standing in Shelby is the “Bankers’ House”
on North LaFayette Street, so-called because it was oc-
cupied successively by several families of Shelby bank-
ers—the Lees, Jenkins and Blantons. George Blanton,
Jr., president of the First National Bank of Shelby, now
lives there. This house was erected by J. Jenkins, using
slave labor before the Civil War.

Many of the old houses were built by Mike L. Ruda-
sill, who, in 1884, stated that he had built one hundred

,Wmmymm m His Torty years experience in phelby, and
hoped to build a hundred more. Mr. Rudasill had a shop
on the present site of the Colonial Store on South La-
Fayette Street.

Where Sterchi’s store now stands on the northeast
corner of Marion and LaFayette Streets was once the
old Courtview Hotel. One the corner, in front of the
hotel, stood the town’s number one “upping block,” a
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boulder of stone to assist horsemen in mounting. It was
on this block that Miss Zulia Durham, daughter of C. C.
Durham, the builder of Courtview, stood in 1861 to pre-
sent a flag she and other young ladies had made to the
first company of men wearing the Gray as they
marched off to join their Southern comrades in the war
against the Yankees. (For further details on this inci-,
dent, see Chapter II) .

First Post Office

Shelby’s first post office was a small wooden build-:
ing on the spot where the present post office now,
stands. It “circulated” around the square, being housed
at different times in the old Commercial Hotel in the
Miller Block and in the Love Building.

Among the early postmasters were Walton W. Green,
Jule B. Fortune, and T. K. Barnett. The last named had
four beautiful girls to assist him and they were an at-
traction to the young swains of the community who
found frequent excuses to check their mail or buy
stamps. Other postmasters, who did not serve in the
order named, were George W. DePriest, Dr. John Me-
Brayer, Barney Barber, Will Roberts, J. H. Quinn,
Frank L. Hoyle and Roger Laughridge.

Qil Street Lamps

Before the coming of electricity, the streets of
Shelby were lighted by oil lamps mounted on wooden
posts. They were placed at intervals along the main
streets in the business section and it was the duty of
the chief of police to refuel with kerosene and light the
lamps each evening. Miss Mayme Jones, a Shelby resi-
dent still living, recalls that when her father, Shelt
Jones, was chief of police, he lighted the lamps each
evening and she says that he did not ride from post
to post, but walked.

‘There was no stock law in the latter part of the Nine-
teenth Century, so livestock was permitted to roam at




7. Description

The Banker's House is one of the major Second Empire style houses in North
Carolina. Viewed from the street, the first floor of the two-and-one-half-story,
stuccoed brick house is virtually obscured by the luxuriant growth of shrubs and

trees. The front walk, once lined with English box,is now covered by them. The

2

surprisingly irregular composition of the Banker's House can best be explained
by its floor plan rather relying completely on external description. First
glance at the main facade gives the mistaken impression of a symmetrically

balanced house. This illusion is heightened by the use of porches, bays and
proportions. The house is basically a "" shaped building placed on a corner

ddfofce
lot with the op of the "T" parallel to the secondary street (morth) and its

Loy A L« kﬂ-
Aj]Aw\main facade ,facing east. The "T" plan is' camouflaged by a square, three-and-
A y

one-half-story tower tucked into the angle of the "T" on the east side, with the
remainder of the main facade filled by a oné—story porch. The tower extends

somewhat beyond the arm of the "T" and this is balanced by a bay window at its
cortartnd
north end. The tower marks the entrance to the hall that runs through the top

of the "TY stem, leaving one large room to the left (south) and two slightly
; {')J‘L,(, Sy i\s
smaller rooms to the right which comprise the sap of the "r." To complete the

outline of the house, there is a one—story porch along the south side of &he

" wlieh Aoown ¥ : (s
%:MMW> Lwaﬂw—w /“;El
iption—witt—begin

weef ok N W

witlC the front doer Edf is an arched, double door onm—the—east—side-ef—the

+owe¥-. It has three vertical panéls in each leaf, the top two having delicately
frosted glass. The door has heavy, wide moldings7and the panels are repeated in
the door reveal. This door is protected by a small, flat-roofe® porch supported
by chamfered, square pillars with élaborate neckings, each with an applied flower
midway the height of the pillér. These are joined by a heavy balustrade with
bulbous, turned balusters on the north and south sides. The molded porch cornice
has short, wide dentils and is supported by elaboratea bracketsAyhich terminateg

with an inverted fleurﬁde—lis descending from a scroll base. Between the

brackets is a richly moldedgﬂét;éled frieze which is punctuated at ité mid pointg
eoin Hu (e
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by a large, multl—oeeeked £leswgk bossh With some slight variations, this is

the cornice treatment used throughout the house. The tower has a secondary

entrance in its south face, a single door similar to the front double door.

The porch it serves is treated in a manner similar to thejfront entrance porch.

There are two large bay windows on the house: one, previbusly mentioned, is at

the eastern terminus of the top of the "T" and the otﬁér facing south from the

base of the "T ." Both have tall, slender, segmentgi-arched, triple windows in

their sides; both bay windows are ornamented in thg same fashion as the porches.

Each exterior wall of the house and tower has be?n treated as a recessed panel Il

with concave corners and the windows have been #laced within these panels&f”ljjéitb- ~ )
g%gﬁgiy if pairs. The windows have a wide masoﬁery surround, hood-like at tﬂé Z"j‘&p“ti

top, narrowing along the sides and spreading ébruptly with a molded stage to &

its full width once again to eearey just belq; a heavy masonery sill. The windows,

for the most part, are segmental-arched an@ have two-over-two sash. The east

face of the tower is the chief deviant fraé this morm by having paired, round--

arched windows at the second and third l%éels. The third level of the tower has

a small balcony supported by consoles siﬁilar to the cornice brackets and a

balustrade similar to the other porchesi At the four corners of this balcony

are unusual finials, with several turngd stages concluding in a bulbous point.

The mansard roof of the main blod& is covered by rounded slate of various

colors arranged in floral patterns. ﬁhls mansard roof feature‘ei.h=====11,
l

tqggfﬁﬂ gabled dormers._—She—éeﬁmas-ﬁaee contalns paired windows of one-over-
5
one sash with concave corners only ?t their tops. The outer edge of the dormer

has a fanciful molding proﬁ*le at ?he top and bottom with a Greek cross having
rounded edges adorns the top corniés. A large, incised, fleur—-de-lis almost
fills the gable of the dormer to . plete the ornamentation. On the main facade,

UL
dormers flank the tower, amd there is one, on the south side, two on the north

H

|
side and three on the rear. Thejtower itself has a low, pedimented gable on

all four sides, from which rises a tall, inwardly sloping mansard roof which

terminates in a flat roof. There is a large, tall dormer in each face of the




7. 3
mansard roof of the tower. Each has a segmental—archéd window with two-over-
two sash protected by a gable roof similar to the other dormers. Just below
the gable ridge, in the dormer face, is an incised pomméé. The face of the
dormer concludes on either side with a scroll1fike base. Two elaborately molded
chimney caps pierce the flat upper roof of tﬁé main block, flanking the tower.
;&
yj
Though spacious, the interior is reliyively simple when compared to the
/ AL
exterior. Rising along the north wall 0%;the hall, a cantilevered stair rises
/ AM/
in one long run which is nearly the length of the long hall. The stair eensists
ds Ma,mu:tmé usot
&% paired, turned balusters, resting orandard vine-and-bud ermamernted brackets,
*A
and supporting a “4§2fﬁed handraifl which originates at a large, turned newel.
aneRan
The stair continues in ﬁhqﬂlong single rung to the third floor. The interior
1)5
architraves are wide, molded ones,fas is the baseboard. Large four-panel doors
have very heavy moldings as do thg panels of the door reveals. Interior blinds
jﬂ?ln at many of the windows. / he large, left room is the main parlor and has
—QZZZ?Z:: late nlnete th centfury, dark marble mantel with arched opening
Cfvu:& Cu;\v\%z,@ /
paneled spandrel‘) d a centr cartouche Aelso a heavy, molded cornice in
several rooms. During a rengvation which took place in 1910, there were some
minor alterations, such as replacement of the right (north) front room mantel
and addition of bathrooms./
Several outbuildings fremain to the rear of the house. A wellhouse is
directly to the rear and one-story brick building which could have been a
combination of servants fuarters and kitchen is to the south of the well. A bit
further back and to the/north is a large, two story, cross-gable frame stable
/
with clipped gables. t is a replacement of one which burned in the first

quarter of the twentigth century. It is finished in keeping with its close

proximity to the hoqu.

y




8. Significance

The Banker¥s House, a landmark of downtown Shelby, is among the state's
!
finest examples of the Second EmpireA' ne of a small group distinguished by a

central tower. The large, well-preserved house of stuccoed brick is notable

for its handsome proportions, deceptively asymmetgical plan,(§nd consistent
< Uk
use of rich ornament. Similarities to the Heckandrews Housengnd the Cabarrus
7

County Courthouse suggest that the Banker's Hpﬁse may be the work of architect
G. S. Appleget. Since its construction in ¥é74-1875, the house has consistehtly
/

been owned by prominent members of Shelby?é banking profession.

"

;’7

The Banker's House was built for Jfése Jenkins on land he acquired from
I3

T. M. Dickson for $175. Jenkins was tﬁe first owner of the house and founder

b

of the town's first bank; thereafter, the history of the house he built and
¥

i%ég that of the banking business in Shey%y have been continuously linked.

The designer of the house mayfhave been G. S. H. Appleget, a native of

Con

§
New Jersey. Appleget first came ;o North Carolina in 1869, and settled in
¥
;% Charlotte in 1875. Here he boasfed that he had designed "all the best buildings,
¥

with only a few exceptions, in faleigh, Goldsboro and Greensboro, and almost
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all over the State. . . '"4#%££e similarities which exist between the *Banker's

House¢7and Appleget's two ot?ér known designs in North Carolina--the Heck-
Andrews House in Raleigh an : the Cabarrus County Courthouse in Concord--seem to

indicate that he was the degigner of the Shelby mansion.
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Jesse Jenigys was boyé in North Carolina in January, 1832.3 He was
(i
married to Harriett Brow? on April 4, 1855, and became the father of one

daughter.4 He served %K 1861 as a lieutenant (and
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later as a major) in the "Cleaveland Guards,"5 aﬁd was appointed
Clerk of the Cleveland County Superior Court agout December, 1862,
He served in this position continuously untii 1875, In addition,
he served as one of Shelby's town commissi¢ners from about 1869
until at least as late as 1872,7 and as ﬁgstate senator from 1874
to 1876.8 More important, Jenkins was ﬁﬁpioneering banker in the
southwestern sectlion of the state. Negspaper advertisements for
"J. Jenkins & Co., BANKERS & BROKERS, J appeared as early as Decem-
ber, 1872, and at least as late as M}rch 1876. 9

In the meantime, a rival bank ?as being established in Shelby.
In February, 1875, the General Assgmbly incorporated the "Cleave-
land Savings Bank" under the direqtion of H. D. Lee, 3. J. Green,
B. Blanton and others.1o Thereaq;er, Jenkins apparently became in-
volved in financial problems: Ié July, 1879, the sheriff of Cleve-
land County sold Jenkins's hous&gat public auction to satisfy
various writs of execution agaiést him arising from a lawsuit
brought against him 1n the supdrior court, " High bidder on the
property was T. D, Lattimore, ?ho later transferred his successful
bid to H. D. Lee's wife oarahg 12 Jenkins is believed to have then
moved to Meridian, Texas, whe?e he died on December 4, 1889.13

H. DeKalb Lee was born 1n North Carolina about 1830.1 He
served as a captain (and laﬁgr as a major) in the Sixteenth Regi-
ment North Carolina Troops iuring the Civil War, and was severely
wounded during the battle %& Fredricksburg.15 After the war he
uas—m&frfe&~%c"ﬁaranwﬁ””Dﬁéﬁvﬁmﬁﬁa“rytéﬁ ‘BECHHE A Taw paFtner 61
Plato-Durhes-tn-the—f ,Mm”heem&waurhamv”léNw&h&amp&p%nerahfp”

¢ 1
w&s@dasaalxadwhywmutualmcdn&anmmin“Map@hww&8¥5WMZ@hu$wLaeMean©4nued~




aawai~ hﬁ?”&i’CQL¢VLJ;
to practice law on-his—ewn., He-wes tQB owner of at least twenty-
five lots 1n the busliness district of Shelby,1 SRS SppapeRSL Y
eWibo-wemdtiry, Lee, together with Burwell Blanton and S. J. Green
(two of the original 1ncorporatord of the Cleaveland Savings Bank),
bought out the holdings of their three former assoclates and joined
in the new banklng partnership pf "H., D. Lee and Company" sometime

between 1878 and 1880. 19

Thisfbanking firm flourished for nearly

a decade. A sketch of Shelby written in 1889 boasted that the Lee
concern was "as safe as any bank in the State" and noted that it

had been "a great convenienqe to Shelby and the surrounding country." 20
Lee moved to Knoxville, Tenﬁessee, in early 1888 and evidently rented
his residence to one J. 3. }Martin.g1 In 1894 Burwell Blanton's wife
Pattie purchased the house from Mrs. Lee for §3, 500.22 The follow-
Ing year the banking enterprise bearing lLee's name was purchased
outright by Burwell Blangpn and hils sons Charles and George, who
changed the firm's name é; "B. Blanton & Company."

, Burwell Blanton wasgborn in North Carolina on January 7, 1834.24
He was married to Franceé Doggett in August, 1855, and became the
father of flve children.f5 He was a merchant, a farmer, and the
proprietor of a grist méll before becoming a banker'.26 Blanton
and hls sons continued %o operate the bank under the name "B. Blan-
ton & Company" until Ju%e, 1903, when they obtained a federal char-
ter and changed the flr%'s name to the "First National Bank."27

In October, 1907, Burwel@ and Pattie Blanton sold their residence
to thelr eldest son Charigs for 36,00028 and on May 18, 1908, Bur-

well Blanton died at the age of seventy-six,
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Charles Coleman Blanton wgg‘born about 1858 and became a

& 30
hardware and dry goods merchqﬁt at an early age. He 1s said to
have spent eleven years as gfbanker in Merldien, Texas, and to have
returned to Shelby about yﬁ95 to join his father in the B. Blanton

é&
became a prominent Shelby business leader

31
banking firm, He 1at§@
during the early years \f the twentleth century. He remained an

active business and c fic leader in Shelby for over forty years.

In May, 1941, C Jrles Blanton s0ld his residence to his nephew,

George H. Blanton, .,32 and on November 24, 1944, died at the age
of eighty—six.33 Tfe younger Blanton has served as president of
the First National/Bank since 1947 and, true to tradition, has re-
slded in the "Bangérs' House" throughout hls entire career as a
banker. j
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1Cleveland County Deed Books, Office of the Reglster of Deeds,
Cleveland County Courthouse, Shelby, Deed Book DD: 402, hereinafter
cited as Cleveland Deed Books.

EAdvertisement, Dally Charlotte Observer, May 26, 1875,

3

U.S3. Works Projects Administration, Pre-1914 Graves Index:
North Carolina, Archives, Divislon of Archilves and History, Raleigh,
hereinafter cited as W.P.A., Graves Index,

4S. Arnold Ramey (comp.), Cleveland County, North Carolina,

Marriages: 1851-1868 (n.p.: By the Author, [i97£]), 66, herein-

after cited as Ramey, Cleveland County Marrilages; Ninth Census of

the United States, 1870: Cleveland County, North Carolina, Popula-
tion Schedule, 145, hereinafter cited as Ninth Census, 1870: Cleve-
land County.

5Notice in The Mountain Eagle (Shelby), June 19, 1861,

Cleveland County Miscellaneous Papers, 1841-1905, File Number
10225 [1862], originals in State Archives.
T
Branson's North Carolina Business Directory, For 1869 (Raleigh:

J.A. Jones, n.d.), 41, hereinafter clited as N.C. Business Directory,

1869; L. Branson (ed.), The North Carolina Business Directory (Ral-

eigh: J.A, Jones, 1872), 65, hereinafter cited as N.C. Business

Directory, 1872,

R.D.W. Connor (comp, and ed.), A Manual of North Carolina,

1913 (Raleigh: North Carolina Historical Commission [bivision of
Archives and Histori], 1913), 563.
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9
Advertisements, Cleaveland Banner (Shelby), December 14, 1872;

Shelby Banner, March 25, 1876,

1
OPrivate Laws of North Carolina, 1874-1875, c¢. LXIII, s, 1-13,

11
Cleveland County Superior Court, Minutes, 1876-1884, 214,

originals in State Archives.

201eve1and Deed Book N: 71-73,
1
3W.P.A. Graves Index, State Archives.
4
Ninth Census, 1870: Cleveland County, Population Schedule,

145,

15
Walter Clark (ed.), Histories of the Several Regiments and

Battalions from North Carolina in the Great War, 1861-65 (Raleigh

and Goldsboro: State of North Carolina, 5 volumes, 1901), IV, 174,

16
Ramey, Cleveland County Marriages, 209; Branson's North Caro-

lina Business Directory, For 1867-8 (Raleigh: Branson & Jones, n.d.),

31. Plato Durham (1840-1875) was a prominent Shelby lawyer and
pollticlian who served in the North Carolina House of Representa-
tives from 1866 to 1870,

17Notice in Shelby Banner, April 8, 1875,

8
"SALE OF VALUABLE TOWN LOTS!!" Cleaveland Banner (Shelby),

April 25, 1874; notice in Shelby Aurora, May 22, 1875,

9The census of 1880 lists Lee as a "banker & broker," but the

North Carolina Business Directory for 1877-1878 1lists him only as

a lawyer (Tenth Census of the United States, 1880: Cleveland
County, North Carolina, Population Schedule, 548, hereinafter cited
as Tenth Census, 1880: Cleveland County; L. Branson [ed;J, The
North Carolina Business Directory, 1877 and 1878 [kifth Edition;

Raleigh: L. Branson, 1878], 78, hereinafter cited as N.C., Business
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Directory, 1877-1878).
20

A Brief Sketch of Shelby, A Thriving Town in the Piedmont

Section of North Carolina (Shelby: C.P. Roberts, 1889), 31,

21
Lee B. Weathers, The Living Past of Cleveland County: A His-

tory (Shelby: Star Publishing Co., 1956), 49, hereinafter cited

ags Weathers, Cleveland County; Cleveland Deed Book DD: 122,

2
2Ibld.

23Robert M. Topkins, telephone conversation with Mr. George H.
Blanton, Jr., present owner of the "Bankers' House," October 2, 1974,
4W.P.A. Graves Index, State Archives.
25Tenth Census, 1880: Cleveland County, Population Schedule,
563. (Missing from this census 1s Burwell Blanton's eldest son
Charles, who was residing 1n Meridian, Texas, at the time the census
was taken.)

26
N.C. Business Directory, 1877-1878, 79; Tenth Census, 1880:

Cleveland County, Population Schedule, 563; Levi Branson (ed.),
Branson's North Carolina Business Directory For 1884 (Sixth Edition;

‘Raleigh: Levi Branson, 1884), 228,

2
7"Sketch of Shelby," Shelby Aurora, December 14, 1906,

Qacleveland Deed Book S83: 301,

29W.P.A. Graves Index, State Archives.,

3O'I'enth Census, 1880: Cleveland County, Population Schedule,
544,

1
3 Weathers, Cleveland County, 49.

32
Cleveland Deed Book 5C: 60.
33
Obituary, The Charlotte Observer, November 25, 1944,
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4 SHELRY, N.C.
town is about one thousand feet above the sea level. It
is one of the most beautiful small towns in the United
States, its population having increasegd from goo, in 1880,
to 2,500 in 188gv Within: the: thvwn limits are mitieral
springs «possessing: valuahle: hitdicinal properties, and
within two miles of the Court House are the world-famed
Cleveland White Sulphur and Chalybeate Springs : also
within four miles are Patterson’s Springs, noted far and
wide for their healing properties, more fully described
elsewhere in these pages. The seasons are mild and sal-
ubrious. During the past winter (1888-'89) we had but
one snow storm, and within twelve hours every vestige
of the snow had entirely disappeared. The summer's
heat is tenipered by gentle mountain breezes ; the swelt-
ering, oppressive, dog-day weather so well known else-
where, and often experienced even in New Vork and the
Eastern states, is here unknown, and bed-clothing can
not be dispensed with, even in the midst of the hot seasomn.
We have two trunk lines of Railroad which connect
us with the outside world, viz: the Carolina Central,
whose seaport terminus is Wilmington, N. C., and the
Charleston, Cincinnati & Chicago Railroad. These
roads intersect and connect with the great railways sys-
tems of the South and carry four daily mails. The main
line of the Richmond & Danville Railroad also passes
through the county, South of Shelby, the Charleston,
Cincinnati & Chicago Railroad connecting with and
crossing it at Blackshnrg, 8. C., about twelve miles
south-west of Shelby, making close connection both
‘North and South. The Carolina Central being a part of
the great Seaboard Air-Line, makes close connection at
Wadesboro with the Atlantic Coast Line for all points
South, and at Hanmilet with Raleigh & Augusta Air-Line
for Norfolk, Washington, Baltimore and ull points
North, Work is rapidly progressiug on the division of
the South-Western Air-Line Railroad from Shelby to

SHELBY, N.C. 5

Morganton, about twenty-five miles Welng already graded,
steel rails contracted for, and in a few months we will
have connection with the Richmond & Danville system
at Morganton for Asheville, N.C., Knoxville, Tenn,, etc.

Shelby has more than doubled its population in the
past five years. Its houses are all new and huilt in mod-
ern styles.

TOWN COUNCIL :

Mayor—\V. I.. Damron.

Aldermen—S8. G. Brice, M. L. Carroll, G. L. Leak
and C. V. Bostie. :

RESIDENCE OF S. G. BRICE.
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